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In LERU we fully support our five UK members, 

will continue to support their ongoing 

engagement in Europe, and seek to ensure that 

the outcome of the renegotiated relationship 

between the UK and the EU enables cooperation 

to continue. We will draw on the experiences of 

LERU members to communicate the benefits of 

international collaboration and show how it is 

enhanced by the movement of talented staff and 

students between nations.



LERU statement on the 

future of European Science 

and Innovation post Brexit

LERU believes that the world’s greatest problems will 

ultimately be solved by universities and other 

agencies working collaboratively and effectively 

across multiple national borders, applying open 

science and open innovation in a way that is open to 

the world.

In that context it is essential that a way forward is 

found that allows UK science to continue to be a key 

contributor to science and innovation in Europe. Over 

many years of full membership of the EU, the UK has 

become an integral part of the European research and 

innovation ecosystem. This has been essential to the 

development of Science and Innovation, and to 



LERU statement on the 

future of European Science 

and Innovation post Brexit

LERU therefore calls upon both the UK government 

and the EU27 to make science and innovation a 

high priority in the Brexit negotiations and to 

reach a solution that will allow scientists and 

researchers from the UK to continue to 

participate in all elements and instruments of 

the European Research Area after Brexit. This is 

a win-win for both European and UK science with 

clear positive benefits for all our citizens.



LERU statement on the 

future of European Science 

and Innovation post Brexit

We recognise that this is difficult to deliver 

until further progress is made on many other 

aspects of the Brexit negotiations. We appeal to 

both the UK and the EU27 to find a way forward 

that leads to a series of workable solutions that 

are acceptable to both parties. Mobility of 

academic staff and researchers, for example, 

remains a critical issue that must ultimately be 

resolved and in this respect Prime Minister May’s 

recent speech is very much to be welcomed.



LERU statement on the 

future of European Science 

and Innovation post Brexit

The future co-operation agreement between the UK 

and EU27 must allow European science and 

innovation to continue to flourish at the very 

highest levels of international excellence and 

to have a major impact on the world we live in. 

We encourage those involved in negotiations from 

both the UK and the EU27 to consider the bigger 

picture. What is at stake here is our combined 

ability to make a major contribution to the 

frontiers of knowledge and to the future of 

humankind.



1. The Framework Programme should continue 

to set the standard for excellence in 

Europe

Excellence should be promoted wherever it occurs. 

Excellent researchers and innovators from all 

European countries should be stimulated to 

participate in the FP. We acknowledge that the 

current R&I divide is pressing, however it should 

be addressed through the reinforcement of 

synergies with regional funds and national 

measures, rather than be treated as a specific 



2. International collaboration between EU 

member states and other countries must be 

stimulated

Research activities are in essence international. 

The FP should stimulate and facilitate 

participation of third countries. Furthermore, all 

associated countries should be allowed to fully 

participate in the FP. This will guarantee the 

attractiveness of the FP for researchers and 

innovators and ensure the desired impact.



“UK and 

Switzerland 

must be able 

to associate 

to, and 

participate 

for 100% in, 

Horizon 

Europe”
Prof. Kurt 

Deketelaere

Secretary-General

LERU


